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by Dr. Lin Chambers; From a presentation by Kathy Mainz and Greg Smith 
at the Iowa Science Teachers Section of the Iowa Academy of Sciences, Oct. 21, 2004

Objective:  Students will gain science content knowledge by actively listening to an 
age-appropriate book or section read by their teacher or another child.

Type of Activity:  Integration of science and literacy    Grade level:  K-8 at least

Materials:  an age appropriate book; and materials for an age-appropriate activity

Background:  As a scientist, Iʼve always known that reading is integral to science.  
This presentation shared a concrete way to incorporate science content even if your 
teaching has to focus almost entirely on literacy.

Lesson activity:
1.    Introduction:  Make connections to curriculum concepts or earlier lessons
       (if you are studying the weather, you would relate the book to that)
2.    Activate students  ̓listening comprehension.  For example, ask them to
       listen for the different kinds of weather that clouds bring.
3.    Read the passage or book
4.    Elicit responses from the students about the questions you 
       raised in Item 2, and also any additional things they heard.
5.    Conduct a student application activity on content.  The 
       presenters suggest borrowing existing ideas from AIMS, GEMS, 
       NSTA, etc, for the activities. Things like making models, doing 
       experiments, playing with appropriate toys can all be short activities 
       to go with the reading.



Quarter’s Worth of Websites
Space Place Live: http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/live
This is the third time we have highlighted the Space Place, and with good reason...they just keep coming up with great 
activities for students.  Move over Oprah! Space Place hosts, Kate and Carlos, host their own talk show! Their guests 
are real scientists who work on really cool space and Earth missions. Join them and find out what itʼs like to work as a 
scientist, how they got started in science, and what they like to do for fun.

DLESE- Digital Library of Earth System Education: http://www.dlese.org
DLESE is a free service for finding valuable online resources for teaching and learning about the Earth.  DLESE 
ensures that the resources are available and relevant to the Earth system.  Many of the resources in DLESE have 
undergone an extra level of scrutiny, to make certain that they are scientifically accurate, grade-level appropriate 
and effective for teaching.

Visible Earth:  http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/
This is a searchable directory of images, visualizations, and animations of the Earth.  Some of the searchable indexes include: Agriculture, 
Atmosphere, Hydrosphere, Land Surface, Oceans, Radiance, Solid Earth, Locations and Satellites/Sensors.  The purpose of Visible 
Earth is to provide a consistently updated, central point of access to the superset of NASA̓ s Earth science-related media.  These images 
are considered public domain and can be reproduced and reused by educators and students.



Upcoming Events
ESIP Federation Meeting

January 4-6, 2004
Washington, DC, USA

Society for Amateur Scientists Convention
January 13-16, 2004

Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

Utah Science Teachers Association Conference
February 18-19, 2004
Layton, Utah, USA

Georgia Science Teachers Association Conference
February 17-19, 2004

Columbus, Georgia, USA

http://asd-www.larc.nasa.gov/SCOOL/visits.html


